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' I believe there is a Providence which has decreed
that two nations which have produced such men as
Shakespeare, Schiller, Luther and Goethe must have a
great future before them; I believe that the two Teutonic
nations will, bit by bit, learn to know each other better,
and that they will stand together to help in keeping the
peace of the world. We ought to form an Anglo-
Germanic alliance, you to keep the seas, while we would
be responsible for the land; with such an alliance, not a
mouse could stir in Europe without our permission, and
the nations would, in time, come to see the necessity of
reducing their armaments.'1

Alas for the dashed hopes of the German Foreign Office!
It was just exactly this sort of thing that they dreaded
his saying. He directly asked for an alliance with
England; he emphasised his sense of the effectiveness of
the combination: not a mouse could stir without Anglo-
German permission. He administered a direct snub to
the Tsar, whose proposals at the Peace Conference last
year for the reduction of armaments had been dropped
without debate, by the implication that England and
Germany together would be so strong that other nations
might as well disarm. He had ranged himself in direct
opposition to German national sentiment, which was
very hostile to England, and to English national sentiment
which fully reciprocated it. The only course was to
prevent any publication of the speech, and this was done,
to the Emperor's great chagrin, for he thought that it
would have had an admirable effect.2

Indiscretion followed indiscretion in these last fervent
moments. He decorated Lord Roberts with the Order

1  Lee, King Edward VII, ii. p. 11.

2  William n, My Memoirs, p. 100.